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ABOUT ME

ÅWorking on SharePoint since SharePoint 2001 was in beta

ÅDirector and Solution Architect of Extelligent Design 
(www.extelligentdesign.com)

ÅMicrosoft MVP (2007, 2008, 2009 and 2010)

ÅBSc, MSTC (SharePoint 2007, WSS3 development and 
administration) and MCP

ÅBlog: www.sharepoint-tips.com

ÅAuthor: SharePoint 2007 How To

ÅAuthor: SharePoint 2010 How To

ÅTwitter: @ishaisagi

http://www.extelligentdesign.com/
http://www.sharepoint-tips.com/
http://www.sharepoint-tips.com/
http://www.sharepoint-tips.com/


DOOR PRIZES

http://www.amazon.com/gp/reader/067233335X/ref=sib_dp_pt


AGENDA

ÅWhy do we need business data component in 
SharePoint?

ÅWhat BCS aims to solve

ÅWhat is new in BCS

ÅDemo ïhow to connect BCS to SQL data

ÅDemo ïhow to show data as external list

ÅDemo ïhow to use Business Data web parts

ÅDemo ïcreating profile pages



CHALLENGES WITH BACK END DATA



WHAT BSC AIMS TO SOLVE



WHATôS NEW WITH BCS?

ÅRead/Write
Å Read is niceé Write back would be even more powerful

ÅTooling  Support
Å Need an easier way to create, debug and maintain appdefXML files

ÅOffline support

Å With office applications and sharepointworkspace.

Å Changes made offline are synchronized when back online



BCS IN A NUTSHELL
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IN SUMMARY ïBSC:

ÅIs a set of features that provide the capability to 
connect SharePoint 2010 and Office 2010 
applications to any external system, whether it 
be a Line-of-Business (LOB) system, (such as 
Microsoft Dynamics, Oracle, or Siebel) a web 2.0 
service, or a custom home-grown application

ÅProvides read/write capabilities to those external 
systems

ÅProvides out-of-box features, services and tools 
that streamline development to deeply integrate 
and services.. 



TERMS

ÅApplication Definition (appdef)

ÅExternal Content Type

ÅExternal List

ÅBusiness Data Web Parts

ÅProfile Page



EXAMPLE OF EMPLOYEE (HR) 

DATABASE CONNECTION



WHAT DO WE NEED TO DO?

ÅApplication definitions and External content types are 

configured by SharePoint Designer, saved to farm, 

available in all sites.

ÅApplication definitions created by Visual Studio, 

imported to central administration and exposed as 

business data.

ÅProgrammatically create application definitions and 

external content type



SQL Server 2008 R2

ADVENTURE WORKS SALES SOLUTION

BCS 
MD

SPD



CREATING AN EXTERNAL CONTENT 

TYPE



EXTERNAL CONTENT TYPE (ECT)

Å BCS-enabled solutions rely on ECTs to integrate external data into SharePoint and the 

Office client applications

Å Can be reused in

Å External List

Å Search

Å Outlook

Å SharePoint Workspace 

Å Word

Å InfoPath

Å Access

Å Other Office applications via code



EXTERNAL CONTENT TYPE

External Content 
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External data



EXTERNAL LISTS IN SHAREPOINT



CONNECT TO OUTLOOK



DATA WEB PARTS



CREATING PROFILE PAGES



BUSINESS CONNECTIVITY SERVICES

http://blogs.msdn.com/bcs/


